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WHAT IS VDSS?
VDSS (VET- Vocational Education and Training - Delivered to Secondary Students) is the acronym for what is more
commonly known as VET. A program that is designed to provide you with a practical approach to learning,
teaching you knowledge and specific skills to help you in the workplace.

VDSS programs can be undertaken as part of secondary school studies. VDSS programs offer students
nationally or state recognised vocational certificate which are endorsed for recognition in the Victorian
Certificate of Education (VCE), Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major (VCE VM) or the Victorian
Pathway Certificate (VPC) from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA).
When completing a VDSS program students may gain a nationally recognised VET qualification from a
registered training organisation such as Skillinvest. Students can receive credit for VET towards their Victorian
Certificate of Education (VCE), including the VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM), or the Victorian Pathways
Certificate (VPC) as per the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA).

Victorian Certificate of Education 
(VCE)

Senior secondary, entry level
VET or work

Victorian Pathway Certificate
(VPC)

Apprenticeships,
traineeships, university
(ATAR) or work

Apprenticeships, traineeships, VDSS,
university (through alternative entry
programs) or work.

VCE Vocational Major
(VCE VM)

QUALIFICATION

Standalone Qualification
As well as being part of your secondary studies, you may achieve a standalone nationally recognised VET
qualification which can be used as part of your training and employment journey. Students are issued with either
a Certificate II or III upon successful completion of the VDSS training program with Skillinvest, unless stated
otherwise.

Practical
While all study involves a theory component including written assessment requirements, Skillinvest VDSS courses
are different in that they are highly practical and assessments are completed on a students ability to perform
practical skills. This means that many assessments are completed on what you can demonstrate rather than
what you can write about.



VDSS DELIVERY
LOCATIONS

CONTACT

Marie Dinger
VET Coordinator
T 1300 135 008  M 0410 490 007
E marie.dinger@skillinvest.com.au



Practical skills that are industry specific.
Skills that overlap.

VDSS PATHWAYS

EMPLOYMENT
SKILLS

Improving job prospects
S2W on the job training
Employers seek out students
with a VDSS qualification
Courses are tailor made in
conjunction with Department of
Education (D of E), industry and
RTOs

ENTERPRISING
SKILLS

Team work
Motivation
Creativity
Leadership
Initiative
Vision

PRACTICAL
SKILLS

Knowledge
Training
Experience
Ability
Competence
Learning

VDSS provides students with the ability to start
their vocational pathway while still at school.  
Students will gain valuable knowledge about the
industry they are studying and help them to work
out the best way to achieve their career goals. 
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